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NW stiooa Nozomi... 
WHERE IS THE HOW HOeeIaLE. 


KILLER WHO 
MURDERED 






SHE WAS SUCH A 
BEAUTIFUL GIRL IN 
HER... FUCK, THOSE PHOTOS. 
BEFORE HER 
OEATH, 


3 

















fo 
c 
We <1 SUPERINTENDENT \ 
2p —S a KUROIWA HIROTO, 
oe os T’M FROM THE 
@ - = METROPOLITAN 
POLICE DEPART- 


MENT SPECIAL 
INVESTIGATIONS 


= ig) 4 OFFICE, UNIT SIX, 























SUT- BUT METROPOLI- 
HE'S HURT, TAN POLICE 
ISN'T HE...P DETECTIVES... 
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WHEN HE ON HER WAY HOME 
COMES TO. LATE ONE NIGHT, 
SUCH A PLACE, 


LIKE THIS. 


STONE'S THROW 
AWAY FROM HER 
RESIDENCE. 





THIS IS S THE WOUNDS OF THE 
SOME- B&H “ CHRIST'S PASSION 
THING ARE RECREATED ON 
LIKE THE BODIES OF CHRIS- 
THAT. TIANS IN A STATE OF 
SPIRITUAL ECSTASY. 


IT'S BEEN WE - UNIT SIX - 
THE THREE MONTHS y ARE A DEPARTMENT 
DECISION SINCE THIS 7 E THAT WAS ESTAB- 
CAME INCIDENT ANO LISHEO IN AN AT- 
OOWN THERE'S BEEN TEMPT TO LITILIZE 
FROM NO VISIBLE SUCH "LINIQUE 


ABOVE PROGRESS ON CONSTITUTIONS" 
TO CON- THE INVESTIGA- FOR CRIMINAL IN- 


SULT 4 VESTIGATIONS. 
WITH 4 


ASAKO- 
KUN. 


HOGWASH!! IN OTHER 
WE INVESTI- : WHO WOULO WORDS, 
GATE WITH i BELIEVE THAT SOME 
LeGwoRrk i KINO OF FUCKING 
IN THIS > MUMBO. PSYCHIC 
PRECINCT! OUMBO!?P INVESTIGA- 
TORI? 
















«THE METROPOLITAN 







POLICE DEPARTMENT TO IMPROVE 
IS REVIEWING TRAODI- CASE CLEAR- 
TIONAL INVESTIGA- ANCE RATES... 





TION METHODS, 





YOU ARE 
NOW "wiT- 
NESSING" 

THE INCIOENT 
FROM INSIDE 
THE VICTIM. 


IN MY BELLY, 
WITH SOME- 
THING LIKE A 
JACKKNIFE... 








Five 
Times! 


\ 
°\ 


> 


I-1f 
CAN'T 


MOVE 
ANYMORE. 








HE ABSORBED 
THE LINGERING 
THOUGHTS OF 
NOZOMI SHI- 
NODA ANO 
USED HIS BODY 
TO RECREATE 
THE INCIDENT. 


A SKETCH 
OF THE 
KILLER CAN 
BE CREATED 
BASED ON 
HIS TESTI- 
MONY. 


ANDO THE 
OETAILS OF 
THE CRIME 
ARE ALREADY 
KNOWN FROM 
THE INQUEST, 


HOW'S: 
THIS, OE- 
TECTIVE 
OKITA? 


CONSISTENT 
WITH THE 


WOUNDS ON 
SHINODA 
NOZOMI'S 
gopyP 


ANYONE 
COULD 
HAVE SEEN 
THIS MUCH 
FROM THE 
AUTOPSY 





IT OON’T KNOW 
ABOUT THE 
METROPOLI- 
TAN POLICE 
DEPARTMENT, 
BUT NO ONE 
AT MY STA- 
TION WILL 


I THOUGHT 
YOU WERE 


FINISHED 
DYING. 











THAT IS 
AMONG 
YOUR PRO- 
FESSIONAL 


DUTIES IN 
UNIT SIX, 








LEAVE 

SOMETHING 
enient yOu TO BE DE- 
CAUGHT apoE 


SIEO, T HOWEVER, 
Wine mw REMEMBER || MUST Say. YOUR 
VICTIM'S: THE 


, ABILITIES 
TERROR. : KILLER'S peies 
TECTIVE... 


HARDER. 


SO COLD, 
KUROIWA- 
SAN. 


ASAKO-KUN 
|S DOING 
HIS BEST. 


EVEN MY 
PARENTS: 
THOUGHT 
TWAS 
CREEPY. 





00 SOME 
GOOD IN 
THIS WORLO 
IN THEIR 
CENTERED 
THINKING. 


I CAN'T 
PER- 
ceveE 


PERSON- 
ALLY, T.., 


| I OON’T UN- 
DERSTAND 


PEOPLE'S 
THINKING ANO 
SO ON, ANO 
T’M NOT VERY 

INTESESTED 

IN IT EITHER, 


IT'D LIKE TO 
BE USEFUL. 
AT LEAST 
IT CAN BE 
OF SOME 
HELP TO 
THE DE- 
CEASED, 





wn CER- 
TAINLY 
OON’T 
CONSIDER 
MYSELF AN 
EMOTIONAL 
PERSON. 


wl'M A LITTLE 
ENVIOUS OF 
YOUR ABILITY. 


IN CRIMINAL 
INVESTIGA- 
TIONS ONE 
MUST HAVE 
THE ABILITY 
TO PUT 
ONESELF 
IN OTHERS’ 
SHOES. 


‘Ol 
EMPATHIZE 
WITH THE 
THOUGHTS 
OF THE DEAD, 
AS A OETEC- Ft AND VICARI- 
OUSLY EXPE- 
RIENCE THEIe 
EVEN WITH ANGUISH. 
LIVING 
HUMAN 
BEINGS, 





IF IT LOOKS 
RIGHT T’LL 
FAX IT TO 
ASAGAYA 
STATION. 


HIM... I 


a OON'T BE- 14 
4 LIEVE THAT 
PSYCHIC 
INVESTIGA- ]q 
TOR. 


BUT SOME- 
HOW I KEEP 
MOVING LP 
THE CAREER 
LADDER. 





























IN THAT 
RESPECT, 

I DON'T THINK 
T ACTUALLY 
HAVE ANY 
TALENT AS 
A OETECTIVE. 


WHAT DO 
YOU THINK 
OF THE 
SKETCH OF 
THE KILLER? 








WHAT'S: 
THATP YOU 
KNOW WHO 
THE SKETCH 

DEPICTS? 


AS PART OF 
THAT, I INTER- 
VIEWED LOCAL 

NEWSPAPER 

CARRIERS. 


SPEAKING OF SUSPI- 
CIOUS, HE’S SUSPI- 
CIOUS ALRIGHT. TM- 
MEDIATELY AFTER T 
INTERVIEWED HIM, HE 
QUIT HIS NEWSPAPER 
DELIVERY JOB AND 
QUICKLY MOVED 
BACK TO THE TOWN 
WHERE HE HAD BEEN 
LIVING PREVIOUSLY. 


KNOW, YOU'RE 
THIS IN- AN OUT- 
VESTIEA- STANDING 
TION OF DETECTIVE, 

OKITA-SAN, 


WE SCOLIRED FOR 
INFORMATION IN 
SHINODA NOZOMI’S 
CIRCLE OF FRIENDS 
AND SEARCHED THE 
SURROUNDING AREA 
FOR SUSPICIOUS 
PEOPLE, 


T REMEM- 
BERED 
THIS FACE 
ON A 
NEWSPA- 
PER CAR- 
RIER AND 
LOOKED 


TO REMEM- 
BER A FACE 
YOU'VE SEEN 
ONLY ONCE... 





AS FOR 
ME, I BE- 
LIEVE IN... 








GZ 


7 HOWEVER, 

WE HAVE TO CON: "MATERIAL" 

FIRM THAT OMORI IT ISN'T FROM UNIT 
ACTUALLY PAR- 


"EVIDENCE" SIX IS ONLY 
TICIPATED IN THE THAT CAN 


A REFER- 
INCIDENT AND GET SUSTAIN 


Mm w ENCE FOR 
THAT "EVIDENCE. ATRIAL. INVESTIGA- 


THAT DEATH 
ONCE THE a 7 OR WHATEVER 
DECEASED P 4s YOU WANT TO 
CALL IT, THE 
WOUNDS... 

















THAT NOSE 
CERTAINLY 
LOOKS A 
LOT LIKE 

THE SKETCH. 


YEAH, BUT 
I OON’T RE- 
MEMBER BACK 
THAT FAR. 


01d 
YOU SAY 
ASAGAYA 
STATION? 
THIS IS N 

TOWN. 


I BELIEVE 


THREE T HAO THE 
MONTHS: PLEASURE 
AGO, YOU OF MEETING 
WERE RESIO- fF YOU THREE 
ING IN MY J MONTHS 


PRECINCT, AGO AS 
d CORRECT? WELL. 
A> = 





ios 
PU 


“| THE STIGMA REACTS TO 
"THE MURDER SCENE," | Z q veal 
"THINGS THAT WERE ON |e ‘ i 
ITHE SCENE WHEN THE IN- et 
CIDENT OCCURRED" AND STIGMATA! 
“PEOPLE WHO WERE : 
AT THE SCENE." 


SOIT 
MUST BE 
OMORL...f 





A 


Y OAS 
\/ AYE 


IV ty Aa 
eetT| KA G, “af . = WHAT THE 
\ Wat Wy, FUCKIP HOLY 
° \ A. 
CANS 
\ 


‘ 
mn 









THE 
FucK 

| DIDS 
WHERE'S 
YOUR Evi~ \° 
DENCE!? 


O10 YOU 
KILL HER, 
FUCKER? 








} YOU SON 
Ny OF A BITCH! 
YOU KNEW 






GIVE ME 
A BREAK! 
THAT'S 


NOT MY 
STYLE! 
TATED STATE. 





HE CUT OFF 
MY FINGER... 
WITH HIS: 
| JACKKNIFE 
BRIGHT RED 
WITH MY 
BLOOD... 
JUST FOR 
FUN... HE 
CUT IT OFF 
JUST FOR 





THAT'S RI- 
DICULOUS. 


FINGER? 





hell Could oS How did 
you kNow <4 You kNow & 


That!? -_ 





ON SOCIAL 


THAT'S 


RIGHT, IT 
WASN'T HER 
FINGER YOU 

CUT OFF. 





IT WAS AN 
ASAGAYA 
STATION 

CONFIDENTIAL 
OPERATION, 
KEPT SECRET 
EVEN FROM 
THE METRO- 
POLITAN 


POLICE DE- 
PARTMENT!! 
AND YET 
YOU KNEW 
ABOUT IT.../ 








CUT OFF... 


AS AN ACE 
up OUR 
SLEEVE TO 
IDENTIFY 
THE MUR- 





YOU'RE UNDER 
IMMEDIATE 
ARREST! 


I SAW SHINODA 
NOZOMI OVER AND 
OVER AGAIN ON 
MY PAPER ROUTE. 



























SHE A WOMAN 










MUST BE THAT BEALI- 

LAUGHING TIFUL SMIL- 
AT MY ING AT ME... 
NOSE. 





SO AFTER 
MY DELIVERY 
WAS OVER, 
I HIO IN THAT 
PARK AND 
WAITED FOR 
HER TO COME 
HOME. THE 
WHOLE TIME... 























































































































YOU 


+«YOU WENT 
WILO BACK 











EPI 2 SODE 


Woy 


er ae 
| ga eee 





a 


aI 


aE 
E 


[Tm BASS 


FOR SOME 
REASON I'M 
EXCITED, 


OCHIAI 
HIROKO (39), 
HOUSEWIFE. 


DISCOVERED 
SHOT TO DEATH 
IN A DERELICT 
PREFAB HUT IN 
THE TAMAGAWA 
RIVERBED. 


EPIDSODE LOVE 


YEAH. I’M NOT 

REALLY SURE 

WHY, KUROIWA- 
SAN, BUT... 








SHE WAS 


SHOT WITH 
HIGOKO ANO 1 i 
HER HUSBAND i! B A ISHIBASHI, 
i f EA . — TAMAGAWA 
cE STATION. |, 


KEIZO CS1). 
COMPANY 
EXECUTIVES 


ON THAT 
DAY HE WAS. 
INOULGING IN 

HIS OTHER 

PASSION, 
CLAY PIGEON 

SHOOTING. 


VOLUNTARILY, 
BUT THE RASCAL 
INSISTS "I 
DION’T DO IT." 


ON TOP OF THAT, 

HE CLAIMS HE HAS A 
FUCKING ALIBI, HE SAYS 
HE WAS AT AN EMER- 
GENCY BOARD MEETING 
AT 6:00 P.M., THE TIME 

OF THE CRIME. 


aoe. E Cw) i KEIZO CAME IN 


ez 
esa 








aie mr | ase 

chic iNveSTISa- ea : 
TION Skill TO Neh LF | Special" 
COME RiShT UP ) F | investi- 
with definitive [\> VSASES = “') gations 
eVIdeNCE OF > \\ | P=] unit Six 

9 S + hp? 


Ha KeiZ0'S CRIME. 
hal 





























HE’S NOT 
A MEOILIM. 
HE OOESN’T 
POSSESS THE 
ABILITY TO... 


HE WITNESSES 
THE MOMENT OF 
MURDER FROM 

INSIDE THE VICTIM. 
WHICH 1S ABOUT 
TO HAPPEN TO 

HIM NOW. 














HE'S SENSITIVE 

TO THE VICTIM'S 

THOUGHTS LIN- 

GERING AT THE 

MURDER SCENE, 
AND... 





COULO IT BE 


MAKING Y( 
THAT WAY? 


I’M HAPPY 
AND EXCITED, 


BUT A TINY 
1S LOOKING BIT ANXIOUS. 
FOR SOME- 

THING. 
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Vi WL 
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Nyy 
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Yy 
LY 


MY 
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5 7 e fe ¥ a’ ; 
| ROLES 


} 
Ce 
ta? 
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e°e 
—_ 


; 
ey ° 
& 
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of 
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FINISHEO 
OYING, 
ASAKO- 
KUN? 























NO... UMM... 
Bi) THE SHOTS CAME 
FROM OUTSIDE 
THAT WINDOW. 
THE KILLER WAS: 
HIODEN. I DION’T 
SEE HIM. SOR- 





THERE'S = Ht ! 
NOTHING TO j ey 
GE DONE IF 

THE VICTIM 4 

HERSELF * 
OION’T EVEN . 

SEE HIM. i) . : | 

| 
y 





™ 
—— =S 






























OETECTIVE a 

ISHIBASHI, HOWEVER, 
IS THIS THE WE DID 

LEVEL OF 4 LEARN 

OCHIAI “lA ONE 

KEIZO'S THING. 

MARKSMAN- 
SHIPP 


















I GUESS THAT'S EH? YEAH, 


WHY HE FIRED THE RASCAL IS 

THREE SHOTS. NUTS ABOUT IT, 

HE COULON’T UT HE CAN'T 

TAKE HER OUT SHOOT FOR 
WITH ONE, SHIT, 


wl 
QUITE A 
MARKS- 


MAN. 





TELL 


ME THAT, 
WHAT 
A PAIN! 


HOW ABOUT 
TAKING INTO 
CONSIDERATION 
THAT KINO OF 
POSSIBILITY? 


INVESTIGATION 
|S NOT A MATTER 


OF SELIEFS. IF ALL 
EVIOENCE OBJEC- 
TIVELY POINTS TO 
THE CONTRARY, A 
DIFFERENT KILLER 
SHOULD BE CON- 
SIDERED. 


YOU'RE 
SAYING 
OCHIAI 
KEIZO, 
ISN'T THE 
KILLER...? 


THEN, 
STAYING IN 
POSITION, 

ANO WITHOUT 

RUSHING HIS 
SHOT, HE 
WENT FOR 

THE HEART... 

THAT SHOWS 

CONFIDENCE. 

















AT THE 
TIME OF THE 
MURDER, IT 
— WAS OUSK, 
aheless: VISIBILITY WAS 
HE AIMED POOR ANO THE 
FOR THE VICTIM WAS: 
TINY SPOT RESTLESSLY 
RIGHT BE- MOVING 
TWEEN AROUND IN 
HER EYES. THERE. 





AN EXPERT IN 
SHOOTING BY 
PROFESSION, 

LIKE AN OFFICER 

IN THE SELF OE- 
FENSE FORCE. 


THERE ARE NO 
QUESTION- 
ABLE ISSUES 
WITH OCHIAI 
KEIZO’S ALIAl. 























. 
IT'S HIGHLY ~ \ ec 
Sere ; PRECINCT 
PROBABLE The Vict BEREADY. 
THAT THE WOULO HAVE HBS THEIR 
"SOMEONE" yy, BEEN CALLED CONINAL 
WHO CALLED & y TO THE SCENE 
HE® THERE BY SOMEONE 
ISTHE MuR- | / COMMITTING 
DERER. Es A RANOOM 


Ir CRIME. 



















WAS THERE NO. 
MEMORY OF THE 
IDENTITY OF THE 

CALLER IN THE LIN- 

GERING THOUGHTS 

OF THE VICTIM? 










ry 
ty 















ALL I GET 












EARLIER 

























MEMORIES. IS 10 OR 20 
LIKE THE DE- ne 

ayaa BEFORE THE 
DAILY LIFE OR AONENT OF 
THEIR BACK- 

GROUND... 4 
I OON’T PICK 
UP THAT KIND ONLY THE 

OF THING, DECEASED’S 

“MEMO- 


RIES OF 


MAYBE HIS 
"LIMITED 
ASILITy" 
AVOIOS 

THAT. 


49 





THAT'S: 





TERRIBLE, D 
KUROIWA-SAN, E : 
ASAKO-KLUN A 
ISN'T A MA- 
CHINE. 1 
H 
EXCEPT eo 
"OEATH" 2 
HAS NO 
"AFTER." 





I SUPPOSE IT'S 
THE SAME AS 
A DASH-CAM 

RECORDING 

TEN-OOD MIN- 
UTES BEFORE 

AND AFTER THE 

MOMENT OF 
AN ACCIDENT. 
































I OARESAY 
ASAKO-KUN 
WOULD BE 
DESTROYED, 














7 YOU SAID 
ite we AT THE =|\— SOMETHING 
es SCENE. b STRANGE... 
ae 
rE CUN — 


IF HE 
SENSED 
ALL THE 

MEMORIES: 
OF THE 
VICTIM'S 

LIFE. 





AH, YES, 
ASAKO- 
KUN. 


IT FELT LIKE THE AS SOON AS T 
INSIOE OF MY CHEST STEPPED ONTO 
WAS FILLEO WITH THE SITE, MY 
CARBONATED WATER. HEART BUBBLED. 


I FELT HAPPY... 

ALSO SHY... 

, h 
NEVER EXPERI- YA ANO A LITTLE 
7 NERVOUS. BUT 
IND OF PEEL = STILL, HAPPY, 
KINO OF FEEL- i: } 
ING BEFORE. 









"LOVE?" 


THAT'S EX- 
ACTLY HOW 


YOU FEEL 
WHEN YOU 
GO TO MEET 
SOMEONE 
YOU LOVE. 























=) 

IT’S NOT LIN- a mes HIROKO ANO 
NATLIRAL TO =] KEIZO HAD 
ASSUME THAT L A LOVELESS 
HIPOKO HAO MARRIAGE 
A LOVER iN ANO KEIZO 
TOO. HAS HAO 

SEVERAL 
a MISTRESSES. 
) Z 


AND THEN SHE WENT TO THE 
HE MUR- = SITE FEELING HAPPY 
DEREDO HER. AFTER BEING CALLED 
THERE BY HER LOVER, 


HIS MOTIVE ISN’T KNOWN 
IT SEEMS YET, BUT TO US POLICE 
THE VICTIM'S. OFFICERS, CASES WHERE 
"LOVE" IS THE LOVE TURNS INTO A MUR- 
KEY TO SOLV- DEROUS URGE ARE LIN- 
ING THIS CASE, 3 FORTUNATELY BY NO. 
MEANS UNUSUAL, 





“WOQUCUUOOOOG 
OLDDOULOOOOC 


SPECIAL IN- 
VESTIGATIONS 
UNIT SIX? 


\ 
a8 
Os 
SO 
ge 
ba 
sé 














KUROIWA, 
METROPOLI- 
TAN POLICE 
SPECIAL 
INVESTIGA- 
TIONS UNIT eS 

SIX, 


THINGS. 









I'M YA- 
MANISHI 
OF THE 
KANAGAWA 
PREFEC- 
TURAL 
POLICE. 







































you've 
COME ALL 
THE WAY 
FROM MET- 
ROPOLITAN 
POLICE 
H@P WHAT 
CAN I 00 
FOR YOU? 





























































ANO YOU MET 
A COUPLE WHO 
WERE COMPANY 
EXECUTIVES AT 
THE SHOOTING 
RANGE. 





SUT AN MPD. 
SUPERINTEN- 
DENT HAN- 
OLING THE 
CASE PER- 
SONALLY? 


THE PRECINCT IS. 
UNABLE TO GET 
ANYWHERE WITH IT. 








PRACTICE 
CLAY PIGEON 
SHOOTING AS 
A HOBBY, IS 
THAT COR- 
RECTP 


THE WIFE, 
I NEVER 
IMAGINED... 
IT’S TRULY 
A TRAGEDY. 





AS FOR OCHIAI-SHI, 
HE GAINED HIS PRESENT 
POSITION THROUGH 
CONNECTIONS, AND HIS. 
MARKSMANSHIP IS 
HOPELESS. NOT EX- 
ACTLY WHAT YOU’O 
CALL A MANLY MAN, 
YET HIS BEHAVIOR IS 
DOMINEERING. IT’S. 

A TYPE OF COMPLEX. 


IN THE END, MONEY 
COULON’T SET HER 
HEART FREE, AND SHE 
WAS MURDERED. T’M 
SURE OCHIAI-SHI WAS 
QUITE CAPABLE OF IT. 


A POLICE 
OFFICER’S 
TESTIMONY 
WOULD 
PROVIDE 
SOLID 
BACK- 
GROUND 
MATERIAL, 


I'D ASK YOU 
AGOLIT THE 
CIRCUMSTANC- 
€S, ETC. OF 
THE VICTIM 
WHILE SHE 
WAS LIVING. 


BECAUSE 
YOU IN- 
TERACTED 
WITH THE 
OCHIAIS 
THROUGH 
SHOOT- 
ING... 


THE WIFE, 
HIROKO, 
WAS A 
PITIFUL, 
LONELY 

WOMAN. 


STILL YOUNG 
AND BEAUTI- 
FUL, HIROKO- 
SAN WAS TIED 
TO HER MUCH 
OLDER HUS- 
BAND BY 
MONEY. 


OCHIAI-SHI 
HASN'T 
CONFESSED, 





USING 
THAT KIND 
OF INVES- 
TIGATION 

TACTIC... 


s PREDICT- 
ABILITY 
IS TO BE 
AVOIDED. 


IT UNDERSTAND: 
YOU TOOK THIRD: 
PLACE IN INDI- 
VIDUAL SKILLS AT 
THE NATIONAL 
POLICE SHOOTING 
COMPETITION. 


IT HAVE A 
LONG WAY 


WHEN IT 
COMES TO 
INVESTIGA- 

TIONS... 


































































































































































































FROM THE TESTI- 
MONY OF STAFF 
AT THE SHOOTING 
GROUNDS, I UN- 
DERSTAND THAT 
HIROKO, ACCOM- 
; PANIED BY HER 
poesiele HUSBAND, WAS 
OSSIOLE —FRIENOLY WITH 
YAMANISHI, BUT 
ae THAT'S ALL. 
HE WAS Hee : 
LOVER, LET 
ALONE HER 
MURDERER, 


WE CAN'T 

JUMP TO 

CONCLU- 
SIONS. 


THE VICTIM WHAT AGOUT 
OION’T THAT FACE! 
SEE THE ANY STIGMA 
KILLER'S ( REACTION? 
FACE THIS ’ j wand 
TIME. Sic him , Sic him! 

















EVEN IF SHE DION’T 
SEE HIS FACE AT 
THEY PER- THE TIME OF THE 
MEATE THE MURDER, THE VIC- 
SURROUND- TIM'S LINGERING 


ING AIR. THOUGHTS SHOULD 
BE CLINGING TO HIM 
IF HE WAS THERE. 















ANO IF THE 
STIGMA REACTS, 
HE'S THE KILLER! 


ALRIGHT! LET'S 
HAVE ASAKO-KLIN 
MEET YAMANISHI! 
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THAT'S RIGHT! 
WHEN T EN- 
TERED THE 
THE CIGA- SITE OF THE 
RETTES OF Ui MURDER, THIS 
THE MAN ' SCENT WAS 
I LOVED. WAFTING 


FAINTLY IN 
THE AIR. 


THAT'S WHY... 


THAT'S WHY 
I WAS HAPPY 
AND FIOGETY... 
I WAS ABOUT 
TO SEE HIM. 

















I KNEW IT, 

WHAT THE PRE- w 
CINCT SAYS, ASAKO-KUN. 
THERE MUST 


T’LL HAVE BE EVIDENCE 
ALL THE SOIL YAMANISHI WAS 
FROM THE SITE ON THE SCENE. 
BROUGHT TO 
FORENSICS 
ANO WE'LL 
FINO IT. 

















EXAMINING 
THE SOIL COL- 
LECTED AROUND 
THE SITE, A FEW 


HUMAN HAIRS 
WERE FOUND. 
























26 ge 
seo cre 
FOR HELP. 


HIROKO... 
Woon nes 
FORTUNATE 
WOMAN. 


ay 







BNE picKe 












































SHE PICKED 
THAT NOL- 
VEAL RICHE 
BASTARD 
OveR Me! 
I WAS JUST STILL, "LET'S 
A CASUAL STOP SEEING 
FLING! "IF WE EACH OTHER," 
I DION’T KEEP GOING, SHE SAID. 
GIVE A OCHIAI WILL 
FUCK IF FIND OUT 
Iwas AND YOU'LL 
RUINED, €] SE RUINED." 


T WAS 
SERIOUS 
ABOLIT 















OLAS 
YOUR MANLY, 
CHIVALROUS 
SPleIT. 



































































































































_abouT 







SOMETHING 
[want To 
Tell him. 


MURDERER. 


HIROKO-SAN- 
E- 


«WISHES CEASED... 
YOU TO 

HEAR HER 

FEELINGS. 





«UNTIL HER 
INAL M 


REALLY, 
SHE 














BLEEDING 
WON'T 


THE 
THE STIGMA SHOULD KILLER’S 
BE GONE IF THE BEEN AR- 
VICTIM IS SATISFIED, RESTED. 
SHOULON'T ITP 








+ BPPAR- 
ENTLY 
TAKES 

ALITTLE 

LONGER, 








AS FOR 
OEATH, 
rT THINK 


SHE'S 
SATISFIED, 
eur... 























LOVE.. 

















S 


NSS 
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Important note from scanlator, 
please read: I messed up and 
called this character “Asato” 
in Episodes One and Two but... 





Apologies to Asako-kun and 
everyone else, it's fixed. 





Ah 





NOTHING 
SEEMS TO BE 
HAPPENING, 
ASAKO-KUN. 





I DON’T 
SENSE THE 
LINGERING 
THOUGHTS 
OF THE DE- 

CEASED 


NO, 
KUROIWA- 
SAN. 








EHHH.., NOW WAIT 
OUST A MINUTE, THE 
OECEASED'S SHOES 

WERE OEFINITELY 

LEFT RIGHT HERE. 


wlT WAS 
MURDER. 


w HAMM... THEN HE 
v MUST NOT HAVE 
je OUMPED HERE. 























EPISODE 


PLACE 























METROPOLITAN 
POLICE DEPARTMENT 


HIS REMAINS WERE 
FOUND NEAR THE 
MOUTH OF THE 
ARAKAWA RIVER 
A FEW DAYS AGO. 
CAUSE OF DEATH: 
ASPHYXIATION. 
HE APPEARED TO 
HAVE BEEN DEAD 

TWO WEEKS. 


T THE AU- 
THERE'S A THORITIES 
RED FLAG RULED IT A 


ON THE SUICIDE, 
CASE. 

















NAKAMURA 
SHOTA (23). 
GRADUATED 

FROM A UNIVER- 
SITY IN TOKYO 
AND BEGAN 
WORKING FOR 
A FOOD PRO- 
CESSING COM- 
PANY THIS 
SPRING, ALGO 
IN TOKYO. 


TWO WEEKS EARLIER, 
10 KILOMETERS 
UPSTREAM ON THE 
NAKAGAWA RIVER, 
CTHE NAKAGAWA RIVER 
CONVERGES WITH THE 
ARAKAWA RIVER CLOSE 
TO THE MOUTH.) 

HIS SHOES WERE 
FOUND ON THE 





IF THERE ARE 
QUESTIONS RE- 
GARDING THE 
CAUSE OF DEATH, 
WE, SPECIAL IN- 
VESTIGATIONS 
UNIT SIX, ARE 
BROUGHT IN TO 
REINVESTIGATE. 


THE GOV- 
ERNMENT 
CAN'T EX- 
ACTLY IN- 
TERVENE.... 


SWEPT 
DOWNSTREAM 
10 KILOMETERS, 
THE BODY WAS 
FULLY DRESSED. 


= 
i= 


4 
4 
= 
= 
EI 
IE 
EB 
A 


- 


alT 
DOESN'T 
FUNDA- 
MENTALLY 
PREVENT 
SUICIDE, 
OOES IT. 


THE ANNUAL 
SUICIDE RATE HAS 
FINALLY FALLEN 
BELOW 30,000 
FOR THE FIRST 
TIME IN 12 YEARS, 
SUT IT’S STILL 
HIGH. THE INTEN- 
TION IS TO SOME- 
HOW REDUCE 
IT FURTHER. 


EITHER WAY, 
IT DOESN'T 
i CHANGE THE 
i} NUMBER OF 


PEOPLE, 
IT’S THOUGH. 


WE WERE OR- 
ODERED ONTO 
THE CASE FROM 
ABOVE, BUT T 
TOO FEEL REIN- 
VESTIGATION IS 
NECESSARY. 





WOUL! 
IN T) 


IN RELATIVELY 
GOOD ORDER. 


WE NEED TO FIND 
THE SPOT WHERE THE 
VICTIM REALLY ENTERED 
THE WATER... THAT IS, 
THE SPOT WHERE HE 
WAS DUMPED. 


Lt 
ATTERS. 


HAD REALLY 
OROWNED HIM- 
SELF FROM THE 
BRIDGE WHERE 

HIS SHOES 

WERE FOLIND, 
BY THE TIME HE 


| DARESAY 
THIS IS A 
HOMICIDE 
DISGUISED AS 
A SUICIDE. 





WHY DION’T 
YOU BRING ME 
TO NAKAMURA 
SHOTA’S AU- 

TOPSY...? 


Ir t 
ABsoRe 
THE LIN- 
GERING 

THOUGHTS 
OF THE DE- 
CEASED... 


«WE'LL KNOW 
IMMEDIATELY 
WHETHER 
OR NOT IT'S 
SUICIDE, 

















IT's 
NOT JUST 
NAKAMU- 
RA-SAN'S 
CASE. IN 
SUICIDE 

REINVESTI- 
GATIONS... 


YOU DO. 
ALL THE 


BACKGROUND 


WORK ON 
YOUR OWN, 
KUROIWA- 

SAN. 











+ AVOID 
EXPOSING 
YOU TO THE 
LINGERING 
THOUGHTS: 
OF SUICIDE 
VICTIMS AS 


MUCH AS: 
POSSIBLE. 


You CaN 
Take Me 
GROUNd 
To Face 
all The 





SOME- LINGERING 
THING DIF— THOUGHTS OF 
FICULT TO THOSE WHO. 

PREDICT. WANT TO DIE... 


BESIDE ME, 
KUROIWA-SAN. 
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IT SEEMS: 
HE ENDED IP 
IN A OIFFER- 

ENT FIELO 

THAN HIS 

SPECIALTY. 


THERE’S 
NO MEMORY 
OF THE DE- 
CEASED'S 
NEEO TO | DEATH HERE. 


IT’S QUITE 
PLAUSIBLE. 


HMM, 


HE MAJORED IN 
ECONOMICS AT 
UNIVERSITY ANO 
FOUND A J0B 
WITH A SMALL 

FOOD PROCESS- 
IN6 COMPANY. 


HOW ABOUT 
IT, ASAKO- 

KUN? FEEL 
ANYTHING? 


A MOTIVE FOR 
NAKAMURA 
SHOTA’S 
SUICIDE HAS 
COME LP. 


os 
st 


‘ 





FRAUOULENT 
ACCOUNTING 
CAME TO LIGHT, 
EMBEZZLEMENT, 
BUT IT’S ONLY 


THAT'S INTER- 
ESTING, OE- 
TECTIVE YAGI. 


I FIGURED WHEN 
THE EMBEZZLING 
WAS DISCOV- 
ERED, HE GOT 
THAT'S SCARED... AND 
STILL OVERWHELMED, 
RULED A 
SUICIDE, 
SUPERIN- 
TENDENT. 


IT EMERGED AT 
NAKAMURA’S 
WORKPLACE, 

MARUIGANI 
FOODS, 


THOUGHT 
NAKAMURA 
MIGHT BE 
THE EMBEZ- 
ZLER, IT’S 
CURRENTLY 
UNDER IN- 
VESTIGA- 


EMBEZZLING 
JUST A FEW 
MONTHS AFTER 
JOINING THE 
COMPANY... 





T THINK IT’S FUTILE 
TO SEARCH FOR KIDS THESE 
DAYS. WHO. 





"m— I'M 
ABOUT To.. | 
z——t 





BRIDGE, 
OETECTIVE 
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IS THIS 
WHERE THE 
VICTIM WAS 
OUMPEDIP 


WHAT DO. 








I was strangled 
somewhere else 
and I'm losing 
consciousness, 


on the handcar. 







RAILROAD 
HANOCAR BUT 
A FLATBED 
PUSHCART 
FOR HAUL- 
ING? 





I was carried 


..dumped in the river. here and... 


THE 
KILLER'S 
FACE, 
ASAKO-KUN! 





Everything's foggy, 
I can’t see anymore... 





















































HOW ARE 


SPEAK YET, 
ASAKO-KUN? 


WHICH 
DIRECTION 


FROM- FROM 
A BUILDING LIKE 
A FACTORY, 


MaRUgaNi 
FoodS Fac- 
TORY wheRE 
NakamMuRa  |[° 
ShoTa worked! if 
MaYbe.!? FF 








! 
& | 
R 1 
pps | 
Bh \ 
(i 
i 
We 
a 
Ny 
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wm 


SH 
MURDERER, 


ASAKO-KLUN? 











4 weet 
Of AGOUT THE 
KILLER’S 
FACE? 

















SO THIS 
IS THE SITE 









































SUZUKI 
TOMOE C42), 


DIRECTOR OF 
ACCOUNTING 
AT MARUGANI 


YOU MEAN THE 
DIRECTOR OF 
ACCOUNTING 
|S ALSO THE 
EMBEZZLERP 


NAKAMURA SHOTA, STILL F if PRETENDING TO WORK 
AT WORK, DISCOVERED * OVERTIME, HER PC 

THE EMBEZZLING WHEN y ; FROZE WHILE SHE WAS 
HE HELPED HER RECOVER. G COOKING THE BOOKS. 





sane SUIUK] TOMOE AT- 

STANO THIS TEMPTED TO LURE 
LOW PAY! | IN NAKAMURA SHOTA 
AS AN ACCOMPLICE. 


ONLY 20 OF WW} cicut/? How 
30 THOUSAND | acout you OP ‘ 
‘A MONTH, COME IN WITH ql WIEN WORSE 
NOBODY WILL ME ON THIS, ONLY FLIN YOU 
|} mss suce Nakamura" RY y CAN HAVE 
AGHALL TAKES MONEY! 
LITTLE BY 
LITTLE! 


I WON'T TELL rue 
ANYONE WHAT Keer 
YOU'RE DOING, ! Quiet! 

SUZUKI-SAN. . 


SHE WAS ANXIOUS ah 
EACH DAY THAT THE ee ey TOMOE GREW 
PRESIDENT WOULD re FRIGHTENED 
BE INFORMED AND ee a. 
HER FRAUD EXPOSED. 

















ARE YOU SAYING 
YOU ENDED A 
MAN’S LIFE TO 

PROTECT SUCH A 

SMALL AMOUNT? 


WH dag ee A 

tt Mideast | Ys 
ore, Aeettel te 

BLE SW Wh 


SO, UNDER 
THEN YOU THE GUISE OF 
CHOKEO OVERTIME, YOU 
HIM UNTIL. MANAGED TO 
D BE ALONE WITH 
a rcs NAKAMURA- 
SAN AGAIN. 


YOU LOADED THE 
UNCONSCIOUS 
NAKAMURA-SAN 
ONTO A HANOCAR, 
TRANSPORTED HIM 
TO THE ARAKAWA 
RIVER AND DUMPED 
HIM... CORRECT? 


YOU... FOR 
A MEASLY 
600,000. 




















SHE TRIED TO LEAVE THEM 
AS FAR AWAY AS POS- 
SIBLE TO THROW OFF THE 
INVESTIGATION. ON THE 
CONTRARY, IT BROUGHT 
THE CASE TO LIGHT. 


wwlT MIGHT HAVE 
BEEN OVER- 
LOOKED AS 

JUST ANOTHER 
INEXPLICABLE 

YOUTH SUICIDE. 


WHAT IS IT, 
OKAMO- 


TO-KUN? 


+.DION'T HE 
PUT UP A FIGHT 
AGAINST HIS 
WEAKER AD- 
vEersAryP 


I CAN'T EX- 
PLAIN THAT 
EITHER. 


LATER HIS SHOES: 
WERE LEFT ON THE 
BRIDGE LIPSTREAM 
TO MAKE IT LOOK 
LIKE SUICIDE. 


UM, KUROIWA- 
SAN, THERE’S 
ONE THING T 
CAN'T FIGURE 
OUT, THOUGH. 


NAKAMURA-SAN 
WAS A YOUNG MAN 
SO HE MUST HAVE 
HAD SOME PHYSI- 
CAL STRENGTH, 
THEN WHY... 








f 
= 
Q 
2 
= 
3 
3 


WANT TO 
LOSE UNIT 
SIX EITHER, 
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IT’S TRUE THE BODY 
|S BATTERED TO A 
PULP, BUT THAT MAY 
NOT BE THE CAUSE 
OF DEATH... 


ePiASOne 


RS 


LOOKS LIKE 
SHE FELL FROM 
THE ROOF OF 
THIS APART- 
MENT BUILOING, 





PUT ALL OUR 
RESOURCES 
INTO FINDING 
HER HEAD SO 
WE CAN IDEN- 
TIFY THE VICTIM! 


DAIMON. 


HEAD [S$ 
MISSING. 


I GUESS THE 
KILLER CUT IT 
OFF ANO TOOK 
IT AWAy. 





SHE HAO A DIS- 
TINCTIVE STYLE. 
SUT WE'RE WAIT- 


HOWEVER, WE 
WERE ABLE 
TO IDENTIFY 

THE VICTIM IM- 
MEDIATELY, 








YOU OON’T 
WATCH ANIME 
OR ANYTHING, 

00 YOU, 
ASAKO-KUN. 


I'M AFRAID 
TO GET INTO 
“A STORY.” 


THAT IS, T 

ALREADY 
HAVE MY 
HANDS 


ONE OF HER 
SHOES DROPPED 
HERE, THERE'S A 
SCRATCH ON THE 
HANDRAIL WHICH 
APPEARS TO BE 

FROM A BELT 

BUCKLE. 

















THERE'S 
NO NEED TO 
APOLOGIZE. 


YOU SEE, I... 
WELL, MAYBE 
IT’S BECAUSE 
I’M OYING 
ALL THE TIME, 


IT SEEMS 
SAWAKI YUKA 
FELL FROM 
THE ROOF 
INTO THE 
PARKING LOT 
BELOW. 











THERE WAS A SEA OF 
BLOOD WHERE SHE 
FELL, AND THE OUTER 
WALL WAS COVERED 
WITH BLOOD, BUT 
THERE DION’T APPEAR 
TO BE ENOUGH 
BLOOD ON THE ROOF 
FOR THE DECAPITA- 
TION WORK TO HAVE 
BEEN DONE HERE. 


WHERE 
WAS SHE 
KILLEOP 


THAT ENDS UP 
BEING QUITE 
A FEW PEOPLE, 
BUT WE SHOULD 
BE ABLE TO RULE 
THEM OUT ONE 
BY ONE THROLIGH 
"LEGWORK." 





THERE 
IN OTHER WAS A 
WORDS, VITAL RE- 
SAWAKI ACTION 
YUKA’S HEAO IN THE 
WAS CUT OFF CROSS 
WHILE SHE SECTION 
WAS ALIVE, OF THE 
AFTERWARDS, 
HER BODY 
WAS THROWN 
FROM HERE. 


THERE WERE NO 
BLOODSTAINS IN 
SAWAKI YUKA’S: 
PLACE DOWN- 
STAIRS. 


SO I SWITCHED 
INSPECTOR 
THREE* TO 
IDENTIFYING 

ANDO INVESTI- 

GATING INOI- 

VIOUALS WHO 
HAO BEEN 

POSTING SLAN- 
DER AGAINST 
HER ONLINE. 


“INVESTIGATION OIVISION ONE INSPECTOR THREE, 108 


BUT SINCE WE 
WEREN'T GETTING 
ANYWHERE WITH 
LESWORK, I FIG- 
URED I’O CON- 
SULT WITH THE 


OLO “CHIEF OF 
INVESTIGATIONS,” 


IF ANYTHING, 1D 
CAL IT “SPIRITUAL 


INVESTIGATION." 





TO TELL YOU THE 
TRUTH, I OON’T 
REALLY TRUST 
THIS PSYCHIC 
INVESTIGATION 
STUFF YOU'RE 
OOING NOW. 


HOWEVER, 
INVESTIGA- 
TION DONE BY 
SPECIAL IN- 
VESTIGATIONS 
UNIT SIX ISN'T 
MERELY PSY- 
CHIC INVESTI- 
GATION. 





OION’T I JUST GET 
ROO- THROUGH TELLING 


KIE! YOU THIS ISN’T THE 
5 MURDER SCENE!? 



















DO YOU SEE 








CAN YOU 










SEE WHAT ANYTHING? 
WHAT'S HAP: 
THE KILLER aT eee 
LOOKS 


you? 






LIke? 


THE ROPE WAS 
PUT ON FROM 
BEHIND ME... BY 
SOMEONE NOT 
VERY STRONG... 














FROM 





























BEHIND ME 
JUST NOW... 
SOME KIND 
OF ROPE... 
IS TIGHTEN- 
I CAN'T SEE IN6 AROUND 
THE KILLER'S MY NECK... 
FACE, BUT IT’S 
A WOMAN... 
HER HANDS: 
ARE TOUCHING 
ME FROM TIME 
TO TIME... 
THEY'RE FINE 






AND SOFT... 

































ORGY... 
THE 
WOMAN 
BEHIND ME 
IS USING 
= ALL WER 

= STRENGTY. 


4 j ASAKO-KUN! 
gH 7 OON'T LET THE 
’ 


y) s LINGERING 
GM S cy THOUGHTS 
py fr S DRAG YOU 
A all -g STAND OVER THE 
\ Y WA, [ YOUR df = RAILING! 
Mr GROUND! < 


: Ui = 


Ha at atl 
ey ‘cq (itl! 
vith tt “ul 























BUT THEN 


YOU'D JUST 
BE HANGING, 


OH.., THERE'S 
SOMETHING 
THIN... 
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Clo 
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THE BODY- 
THEN THE WEIGHT ON 
KILLER THE WIRE 
PULLED UP SEVERED THE 
THE ROPE NECK ANO 
AND RE- ONLY THE 
TRIEVED BODY FELL. 





THE HEAD, 


ARE YOU FEEL- 
ING ALRIGHT, 
ASAKO-KUN? 
HAVE THE ViC- 
TIM'S LINGERING 
THOUGHTS 
PASSEDP 












UH... YES... 
KUROIWA- 
SAN... I’M 
ALRIGHT. 














ALONGSIDE 
THE ROPE, THE 
KILLER PUT A 
WIRE AROUND 
SAWAKI YUKA’S: 
NECK AND 
PUSHED HER 
OVER THE 
RAILING. 


SCRATCHES 


ON THE RAIL- 
ING WEREN'T 
FROM A BELT 
BUCKLE, BUT 
TRACES OF 
THE WIRE 
RUBBING. 





SPECIAL 
INVESTI- 
GATIONS 

UNIT SIX 
OOESN’T 
PRODUCE 
EVIDENCE. 








I HEARD 
THE VICTIM'S. 
VOICE CALL 
OUT TO TO 
THE KILLER, 


BESIDES THE 
MURDERER BEING 
A WOMAN, IS 
THERE ANY OTHER 
INFORMATION 
THAT COULO PRO- 
VIDE CLUES? 


“DONT 
MESS 








IT REMEMBER 
READING INTERNET 


LEWORK, 
KUROIWA, 


WE MAY 
DISCOVER 
SOMETHING IF 
WE FOLLOW 
THAT LEAD. 























SAISU 
TAKAKO 


SAWAKI § a 
YUKA'S i | : 
PHYSICIAN. a—™~. bal Ore are 
3 BEAUTY 
CLINIC. 


=. /® SHE WAS A 
APPARENTLY / VOICE ACTOR, 
SHE UINOERWENT / NOT A STAGE OR 
SURGERY WITH SCREEN ACTOR, 
SAISU REPEAT- SO I’M NOT SURE 
EDLY OVER THE WHY SHE WAS SO. 


LAST TEN YEARS. O8SESSED WITH 
HER FACE, BUT... 
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BUT SHE 
SOMETHING ISN'T AT 
FISHY IS “A HOME OR 
GOING ON. : AT THE 
BEAUTY 
CLINIC. 


DOING THE 
STAKEOUT 
MYSELF, Zz 








I OION’T 
IMMEOIATELY 
CONSIDER THAT 
SAISU TAKAKO 
COULD BE IN- 
VOLVEO IN THE 
CASE... NO 
MOTIVE, 


THAT'S WHY 
THE CHIEF HIM- 


I CAN HAROLY 
ORDER MY 
MEN TO DO IT 
WHEN THERE’S: 
NO EVIOENCE 


£{ FROM YOUR 
- PSYCHIC IN- 
= om VESTIGATION. 
es ~* A 
Busou 














4 SOMEONE'S 
GOING INTO | 
THE CLINIC 
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SHE'S AT- 
TENDING TO 
AN IMPORTANT 
PATIENT WHO 
WAS ADMITTED 
FOUR DAYS 


BEEN DE- 
LIVERING 
HER MEALS, 


IT WANT TO 
HEAR WHAT SHE 
HAS TO SAY... 
REGARDING 
SAWAKI YUKA, 


Yuka iS 
The iM- 
PORTGNT 
PaTienT! 
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IS IT ABOUT 
SAISU SENSEIP 
SHE'S HERE, 


UH... MAY T 
SEE HER FOR 
A MOMENT? 














you 
‘AN’T, 
T’LL GET 
IN TROU- 
= ! LET 
SS ete! ME SEE 





IF SAWAKI — SAISU 
YUKA IS ALIVE, % SENSEI! 
WHO IS THAT ste 
HEADLESS: — 


CORPSE!? 

















TIGATION 
BACK TO 
SQUARE 














I TOLD yOu 
TO GIVE ME 
THE FACE OF 
USANO HONEY... 
HONEY’S NOSE 
IS SMALLER 
ANDO POINTIER.., 
THIS NOSE 
LOOKS JUST 
LIKE A SKEL- 
ETON... 


I... TRIED 


THAT TO YOU... 
YOU MUST 
UNDER- 


People MUST 
Say "HONEY'S 
VoiCe aCTOR 


YUKA-SAN... 
THAT'S THE 
NOSE YOU 

REQUESTED, 


STaNd!! 





YOU'RE 


VERY 
BEAUTIFUL, 
YUKA-SAN. 

MORE BEAU-& 
TIFUL THAN 
ANYONE. 
{ UNDER- 
STAND THAT 
BETTER 
THAN YOU. 


SO AFTER- 
WARDS I 
REPLACED 
THE PARTS... 
WITH PARTS 
THAT SUITED 
YOUR BONE 
STRUCTURE. 


FACE IS 
PERFECTLY 
BEAUTIFUL, 











your 
fa FEATURES 
WERE PER- 
FECTLY 
ARRANGED. 
PLASTIC 
SURGERY 
COULD Ac- 
COMPLISH 
NOTHING. 


I KNEW IT 
FROM THE 
MOMENT T 
MET YOU, 
YOU HAD 
BEAUTIFUL 


STRUCTURE 
TO BEGIN 
WITH. 













a Lea XS . 
sie wP), 
AAW 
All 
ZG 


Mi 
Sn 
Z 4) 





ae 


a 









I'M NO 
GOOD AT 
CASES: 
LIKE THIS, 
KUROIWA, 
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SHE CUT OFF 
YUKA’S HEAD 
WITH WIRE AND 
BROUGHT IT 
BACK TO HER 
CLINIC TO PER- 
FORM PLASTIC 
SURGERY ON IT 
EXACTLY AS 
SHE WANTED, 


FOR SOME 
REASON... 








LATER, 
TAKAKO. 
PAIO A 
VISIT TO 
YUKA’S. 
CONDO. 




















THE DAY 
BEFORE THE 
INCIDENT, 
SAWAKI YUKA 
RETURNED 
HOME AFTER 
QUARRELING 
WITH SAISU 
TAKAKO OVER 
SURGERY 
RESULTS. 


= 









BECAUSE 
IT’S THE KINO 





BUT YOU'RE 






THE ONE 
WHO FIGURED 
OUT WHO THE 
KILLER WAS, 


T’LL COME 


LEGWORK, 


YOU TOO, 
ROOKIE! 











EPISSODE 
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ANOTHER j A WOMAN JUMPS 

PERSON, A oy FROM A FOOTBRIDGE 

YOUNG MAN... JZ AND FLIES HEAOFIRST 

IT UNDERSTAND: y Z INTO A MOVING TRAIN, 

HE’S ONE OF ‘ INSTANT OEATH. OE- 
YOUR DETEC- PRESSED SKULL FRAC- 

TIVES... a, TURE, BROKEN BACK, 
ENTIRE BODY BATTERED. 


I wlS BLEEDING 
ciprerenes HM i FROM THE CRANIUM 
AND BODY EXACTLY 


|S NORMAL, NO i LIKE THE WOMAN. 
LACERATIONS 4 
OP WELTS ON I THOUGHT HE’D 

BEEN HIT BY SOME- 
HIS SKIN, YET THING WHEN THE 
, ! 
HE'S BLEEDING! | TRAIN STOPPED 
v SUDDENLY. 


I'VE BEEN A DOCTOR 
Wocuone nee’ FOR A LONG TIME BUT 
F I'VE NEVER SEEN A 
CASE LIKE THIS. 
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WHAT A 
DISASTER, 
ASAKO-KUN. 





| 


WE BETTER 
GET YOU OUT 
OF HERE BEFORE 
THE DOCTORS 
START FIDOLING 
AROUND WITH 


YOU, ASAKO-KUN. 


























Wee We STILL 

tS DON'T KNOW 
THE IDENTITY OF 
THE DECEASED 


PRECINCT. 


THE 
BLEEDING... 
WON’T 

















IT MUST BE AN 
HOUR SINCE THE 
STIGMA WAS TRIG~ 
GERED, BUT THE 
BLEEDING HASN'T 
STOPPED YET? 




















tas S 
4 “Stes 
TERS, 


am Hanis 
ih Wd file 


Liem cas 
Pri LLL 





~ 


BOW 








AN Sy | 
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YOU WERE 
PRESENT AT 
THE SCENE OF 
A SUICIDE, SO on 

THE STIGMA : 
REACTION WAS = 
TRIGGERED. 








Jf 








AND NOW IF YOU 
OON’T MAINTAIN 
CONSTANT PHYSI- 
CAL CONTACT, 
THE BLEEDING 
WON'T STOP. 


OH, 
THANK YOU, 
OKAMOTO- 




















KUROIWA- 


I BOUGHT 
you 
COFFEE~~ 














THEN, BECAUSE OF 
A SINGLE TOUCH 
FROM A LIVING 
HUMAN BEING, YOU 
MISSEO THE LIN- 
GERING THOUGHTS 
OF THE DECEASED. 


NO NEED TO 

APOLOGIZE. I'M 

ACCIDENTS: sorry, 
HAPPEN, KUROIWA- 
























THE STIGMA 
DISAPPEARS 
ONCE THE 
DECEASED'S 





THERE’S 
SOMETHING 
SHE LEFT 
UNDONE. 



















BUT HOW 















CAN THE 

REeRETS BoE DIS. 
OF SOME- PELLED, 
ONE WHO RIGHT? 
COMMITTED 














SUICIDE BE 
DISPELLED? 


UM, I’M NOT 
SURE IF IT’S 
RELEVANT, 


I jumPeéd 
OFF ANd 
hiT The 





TRGIN, 
Someone 
eack OF THE hiT Me iN 





HEAO, WITH 
SOME KINO: 
OF @LUNT 
OBJECT. 


The head. 






NO, I THINK 
THIS SUICIDE 
WAS A SUICIDE. 


Someone 
iS always 


beaTing 

Me_ ANd 

kiCKiNS 
Me. 


MURDER 
MASQUER- 
ADING AS 
SUICIDE.,./P 
We've seen 


that before! 


BESIDES THE 


FEELING OF MY 

HEAD MAKING 

CONTACT WITH 
A MOVING TRAIN, 


THERE WAS THE 


FEELING OF 
SOMETHING 
HARD AND HEAVY 
COMING DOWN 
ON THE BACK 
OF MY HEAD. 





wlS THAT IT WAS 

BELIEVED HER BODY 
WOULD 8E SO BAT- 
TERED IN CONTACT 

WITH THE TRAIN, IT 
WOULD 8E DIFFICULT 
TO RECOGNIZE THE 
TRACES OF ABUSE, 


IF THE 
WOMAN 
HAD BEEN 
ABUSED 
FORA 
LONG TIME 


ONE POS- BEFORE 
SIBILITY TO 
CONSIOER.. 





FIRST WE'LL 
HAVE TO WAIT 
UNTIL THE 
DECEASED IS. 
IDENTIFIED. 


IF ASAKO- 
KUN LETS 
GO OF YOU, 
HE’LL START 
BLEEDING 
AGAIN, RIGHTP 


HAVE TO 
STAY WITH 
HIM 24/7, 


Won't you: 


MAYBE WE 
CAN BUILD 


THAT IS A 
POSSIBIL- 
ITy, SINCE 
SHE DIED 
WITHOUT 
LEAVING 
A SUICIDE 


WHAT 
ARE YOU 
GOING TO 
OO UNTIL 
THEN, 
KUROIWA- 
SANP 





OON’T GIVE 
IT A SECOND 


OUGHT. 
T LIVE ALONE. 











THESE HIDDEN INCI- 
DENTS TO LIGHT. 


USUALLY your 
STIGMA REPRO- 
DUCES ONLY A 
FEW MINUTES 
UP UNTIL "THE 
MOMENT OF 
DEATH." 








«AS IT OUE TO 


SUICIDE VICTIW’S 
THOUGHTS? 


FOR THE 
STIGMA, 
THERE'S NO 
EXCEPTION 
TO "DEATH." 


‘ . ; \ THAT IS, 
THE TIME OR PLACE. = | 4 "DEATH" 


INEXORABLY, ( , : 
MERCILESSLY, ' IS ME~ 
MECHANICALLY... ° 


LIFE STOPS, 6 5) CHANI- 
CAL. 
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JUMPING 
INTO THE 
PATH OF 
A TRAIN... 
BEING HIT BY 
SOMEONE... 
I'M REMEM- 
BERING MY 
DEATH, 





THIS 
STIGMA OF 
MINE IS ALL 
"MEMORIES 
OF DEATH." 


BUT PEOPLE 
AREN'T LIKELY 
TO DIE MORE 

THAN ONCE 

IN A SINGLE 

LIFETIME.... 


I'VE DIED 
OVER AND 
OVER 
AGAIN... 








Mommy, 
it hurts. 




















WHAT'S 
WRONG, 
ASAKO-KUN?P 


UH... 
NOTHING... 
THAT ME... 


SORRY. 
SOMETIMES 


I 
K 





ANY LIN- 
GERING 
THOUGHTS 
OF THE 
DEGEASED 
THAT ENTER 
ME ARE 
“ME.” 


SO SOMETIMES > 

THE MEMORIES . T FEEL ALL 
OF THE DEAD . "MEMORIES OF 
"ME" ANO THE u ‘ DEATH" AS "HAP- 

LIVING "ME" GET PENING TO ME." 
JUMBLED LIP. / 





THEM AS 


MEMORIES 


OF THE 


LIVING ME. 
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IF ASAKO-KUN 
PERCEIVES ALL 
LINGERING 
THOUGHTS OF 
THE OECEASED 
IN THE "FIRST 


(F THERE'S 
NO PAIN 
WHEN THE 

"MEMORIES" 


SHOULON'T 
BE IN PAIN 
RIGHT NOW. 





HONDA 
AIKO C24), 
OCCUPATION 
UNKNOWN, 
RESIDENT 
OF SETAGA- 
YA WARD. 


+ THERE 
MAY BE 
MORE THAN 
ONE DEAD 
PERSON. 


THE DEAD 


WOMAN 


HAS BEEN 
IDENTIFIED, 
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ON A HUNCH, T 
MADE AN INQUIRY 
TO THE DENTIST 
ON THE PATIENT 
1.0. CARO IN THE 

8 


, AND BINGO. 


0. 
ie 























THEYRE 
™@ WEIRD BUT 

THEY COME 
FROM HQ. 


HERE WE ARE. 
THE APARTMENT 
COMPLEX AP- 
PARENTLY HAS 
AN EXTREMELY 
HIGH TURNOVER 





RATE ANDO ITS q 
LARGE NUMBER 
OF VACANCIES ~ 


IS STRIKING 
TOO. 








AS FOR TAKING e zm 
A LOOK AT THE I DON’T KNOW 
OECEASED'S WHAT THE Cie- oO 

APARTMENT, WE CUMSTANCES 
SHOULD WAIT MATSU- 
WERE, BLIT LOOK, BARA 
FOR THE E- THIS IS A SUI- 
REAVED FAMILY CIDE. NOT A STATION. 
TO COME LIP ] 
TO CONE Up CRIMINAL CASE. 





HER BAG WAS 
LEFT IN THE 
LADIES REST- 
ROOM AT THE 
STATION CLOS- 
EST TO THE 
SCENE OF THE 
SUICIDE. 













































YOU'RE UN- 
LIKELY TO FIND 
MUCH EVIDENCE 
REGARDING THE 

LIFESTYLE OF 
THE DECEASED. 



































00 YOU THINK 


MAY I LET GO 
OF YOUR HANO, 
ASAKO-KUN? 
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SO HONDA 
AIKO ISN'T 
THE VICTIM... 





py age 


= 
= 
x 


“i 





2) 


£PI(§500E MEMORIES 








+s SHOULON’T 


THE CRIME 
SCENE...? 





YOU'RE 
BLEEDING 
ALOT THIS 
TIME. YOU 
SETTER NOT 
OVERDO IT. 


1’M NOTH- 
ING BUT 
A BURDEN 


NOT AT ALL, 
ASAKO-KUN, 





IT QUST 
WANTED TO 
HEAR YOU 
SAY THAT, 
KUROIWA-SAN, 





OON’T 
worry. 
OKAMO- 
TO-KUN IS 
AT THE 
CRIME 
SCENE. 









STRUCK IN THE 
BACK OF THE 
HEAO WITH A 

BLUNT O8JECT, 
RESULTING IN 
A SKULL DE- 

PRESSION. 
LETHAL WEAPON 
NOT FOUND IN 
THE APARTMENT, 


IF HONDA 
AIKO WAS: 
REGULARLY 
SUBJECTED 
TO DOMESTIC 
VIOLENCE AT 
THE HANOS OF 
HATAKEYAMA 
TSUYOSHI... 
THAT COULD 
BE A MOTIVE... 


LEAVE ‘oe 


THAT OUT i 
OF THE 
REPORT. 



















IT AOMIRE THAT, 
KUROIWA-SAN. 


BUT ONLY 
HATAKEYA- 
MA TSUYO- 
SHI'S HEAD 
WAS IN- 
JURED. 


















































IN THE CRIME 
SCENE APART- 
MENT ASAKO- 
KUN’S STIGMA 

MANIFESTED: 
NOT ONLY ON 
HIS HEAD, BUT 
ALSO ALL OVER 
HIS BODY. 








WWE 


THE DECEASED 
IS HATAKEYAMA 
TSUYOSHI C21), 
OCCUPATION 
UNKNOWN. 
APPEARS TO 
HAVE BEEN 
DEAD FOR 
ABOUT TWO 
DAYS. 





HONDA AIKO- 
— BEING A VICTIM 
OF OV... MAY 
BE AN ERROR 
OF JUOGE- 
Sa MENT ON MY 

= PART. 





SS 
AN 
d 





ADMITTING YOU 
CAN MAKE AN 
ERROR OF 

OJUOGEMENT. 





THERE MUST 
cooxne |{ BE ONE MORE 


THAT ANGLE 
IT ALL ADDS: DEAD PERSON. 


up. 


wlS THERE ANY 
WAY I CAN GO 
BACK TO THAT 
APARTMENT? 


SOMETHING 
VERY IMPOR- 
TANT... T FEEL 

LIKE I SHOULD 
REMEMBER IT 
GUT I DON’T. 


FURTHER- 
MORE, 
THAT'S NOT 
NOT WHERE 
HONOA 
AIKO DIED. 


ww 
t HAVE VAGUE 


"MEMORIES" 


FROM THERE. 








YOU THINK 
YOU'LL RE- 
MEMBER IF 
YOU RETURN 
TO THE CRIME 
SCENEP 





T’LL OEFI- 
NITELY RE- 
MEMBER, 


RIED ABOUT } y WILL BRING 
YOUR BODY ON THE 
BEING SUB- 


STIEMA 
JECTED TO 


gODyY, 
KUROIWA- 






































IF yOu p 

DECIDE IT’S pi 

OANGER- 

OUus, STOP 
IMMEDIATELY 

AND HOLD 

= ONTO ME, 

| ASAKO-KUN. 
v 
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oot 
ALWAYS... 


JUST BE- BECAUSE 
YOU GOT FIRED... 
YOU- YOU DION’T 
HAVE TO BASH IT. 








YOU'RE THE 
ONE WHO 
GAVE BIRTH 
TO THAT 
THING. 






TO WORK, 
WASN'T I/P 














HE’S PROB- 
ABLY JUST 
FIBBING IN 
AN ATTEMPT 
TO WIN HIS 
MOTHER'S 
LOVE. 


NO MATTER 
HOW MANY 
TIMES YOU 
COME IN TO 
CONSULT ME, 
THERE’S NOTH- 
ING WRONG 
WITH YOUR 
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I’M TERRI- 
BLY SORRY 
HE MAKES 
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('M 
HERE 
T00. 


('M 
DEAD. 


BELIEVE 


ME. 
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——— I NEED 
FORENSICS 
1 TO RETRIEVE 
IT AND 
a CHECK THE 
CONTENTS 
AS SOON 
AS POS- 
SIBLE. 
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BELOW 
THE WINDOW... 
OROPPED INTO 

THE GAP BE- 
TWEEN THIS 
BUILDING AND 
THE NEIGH- 
BORING ONE, 
THERE’S A 
FAIRLY NEW 
LOOKING BAG. 
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AIKO DION’T GO TO r 6 THE CHILO 
THE HOSPITAL TO ir OF HONDA 
AIKO ANO 
4 B 7 HATAKEYAMA 
SHI'S BABY QUIETLY z CS - TSUYOSHI, 
ON HER OWN, i 
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